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U.S. Disability-Related Degree Programs
Fields of Study

Several U.S. colleges and universities offer degrees (majors and minors) or coursework in the following areas:

· Disability Studies

· Deaf Studies

· Special Education

· Audiology

· Communication Sciences and Disorders

· Social Work

· Psychology

· Physical, Occupational, or Recreational Therapy

· Mental Health Counseling

· Rehabilitation Science

These fields of study are typically geared for working in the United States. If you plan to work somewhere other than the United States after you earn your degree, be sure that your degree would be accepted there.
Searching Online

There are many search engines for finding U.S. degree programs in general. At www.petersons.com, it is possible to search for many of the above areas of study.
Disability Studies programs can be found through this website (last updated in 2014): https://www.aucd.org/ecp/template/event_mgt.cfm?type=&topic=165  

Additionally, other disability-focused websites online direct people into education fields for teaching specific disability groups. 

· DeafEd.Net have all U.S. programs that train one to become a Deaf educator: http://www.deafed.net/diversity/become_deaf_ed.htm. 
· TeachBlindStudents.Org has programs by U.S. state to train to become an educator of blind students: http://www.teachblindstudents.org.  
Tips for Searching
Connect with professional associations in these fields will help to find out about degree and certificate programs. For example: 
· The Society for Disability Studies (SDS), the professional association in this field, has discussion lists for international members and graduate students if seeking advice on Disability Studies programs: https://disstudies.org/.

· You can learn more about entering the profession of orthotics and prosthetics on several websites, including http://www.opcareers.org. This field is the evaluation, fabrication and custom fitting of artificial limbs and orthopedic braces.  
There may also be federally-funded disability research/training projects that have an international focus in their program. For example:
· The University of Buffalo runs the Center for International Rehabilitation Research and International Exchange: http://cirrie.buffalo.edu/. 
· The University of Hawaii’s Center for Disability Studies and Educational Foundations publishes the international journal Review of Disability Studies and has a Pacific Rim conference on disability every year: http://www.cds.hawaii.edu/.  
Disability Studies is very interdisciplinary. Many of the professors in this field have degrees in other humanities or social science departments such as: Anthropology, International Development, Journalism, Law, Political Science, etc. Find out whether the professors also have international interests; some may do international volunteer trips or research abroad.
Disability Studies tends to be more internationally connected than other traditional disability fields. For example: 
· University of Illinois-Chicago’s Department of Disability and Human Development enrolls a large number of international students with disabilities every year in its doctorate program: http://www.ahs.uic.edu/dhd/. 
· Gallaudet University has a cross-disability Master’s program in International Development: https://www.gallaudet.edu/academic-catalog/graduate-education/depts-and-programs/grad-prof-studies/ma-international-development.html. 

Questions? 
Contact the National Clearinghouse on Disability and Exchange at clearinghouse@miusa.org or http://www.miusa.org/ncde. 
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